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INTRODUCTION 


Jawahar Lal Nehru had once written in one of 
his letters that “People talk of memorials to him” in 
statue of bronze or marble or pillars and thus they 
mock him and belie his message; it would be better \' 
that we raised no memorial to him, for the only fit 
memorial is to follow reverently in the path he 
showed us and to do our duty in life and death.” 
Nehruji was talking about Mahatma Gandhi, Father 
of the Nation who led the national freedom struggle 
against the Britishers and brought us freedom. 
Though he was a great follower of Hinduism and 
was proud of being an Indian, yet no narrow religious 
or national bonds confined his spirits. He became 
internationalist believing in unity of human beings 

and religions and was an ardent follower of non- 
violence. The needs of humanity were best 
understood by him than any other leader of that time. 
According to him service to fellow human beings 
and other life forms was nothing but service to the 
Divine. He wanted that the British defeat and victory 
of nation must be distinguished by non-violence and 
he succeeded in achieving this. 


CHILDHOOD & 
EDUCATION 


Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on 
October 2, 1869 at Sudamapuri in Porbandar, 
Gujarat. He was the youngest child of Karamchand 
Gandhi and Putlibai. Gandhi was the surname of a 
family of merchants or Banias. Mohandas Gandhi's 
grandfather and father were the Dewans of 
Kathiawad state in Gujarat. Karamchand was truthful, 
honest and a man of great convictions. He had a 

) reputation among 
people as a loyal 
and courageous 
man who was 
also a fair minded 
human being. 
Po utopia. 
Karamchand’s 
wife, “was a 
religious lady. 
She would visit 
the nearby 
temple daily and 


followed the ritual of eating only after her daily 
prayers. These good qualities of his parents were 
automatically transferred to Mohandas Gandhi. It 
was a great heritage to have honest and noble- 
minded parents and during Gandhiji’s formative 
years, his parents taught him the importance of 
integrity, positive concepts, strong beliefs and values. 


Her mother had employed a lady to look after 
young Mohan. He was very fond of that lady named 
Rambha. One day he confided to Rambha that he 
was scared of ghosts and spirits. Rambha told him 
to practice Ram Mantra whenever he was afraid. 
From that day onwards, he practised Ram Mantra 
daily and repeated it whenever he found himself in 
a difficult situation. This incident cultivated and 
strengthened his faith in Rama. He became God 
fearing and spiritual. Once few story tellers who 
wandered from one place to another, spreading 
religion and relating stories from Ramayana and 
-Mahabharata, came to Porbandar and Mohandas 
actively listened the stories and tried to understand 
the underlying message of Hindu religion. 


Young Mohan was very shy by nature. He had 
practically no friends at all during his school life. 
Being friendless, he loved leading the life of solitude 
and books became his best friends. However, he had 


a friend, Uka, who was an untouchable, because he 
was the son of a sweeper. Once Mohandas tried to 
share some dish with Uka who refused to come near 
Gandhiji as he belonged to a lower caste. But 
Gandhiji forcibly pulled his friend to him and gave 
him the sweet dish. As Gandhiji’s mother was 
observing this whole incident, she told Gandhiji that 
it was against Hindu religion to touch the 
untouchable. But the stubborn young Mohan refused 
to accept this and argued with his mother about the 
difference between two human beings. Putlibai 
couldn’t provide him with sufficient answer and this 
sowed the seeds of his love for “untouchables” whom 
he fondly called “Harijans” and he worked hard 
throughout his life for the upliftment of their status 
in society. 


Mohandas once read the story of Shravan, who 
was a great devotee of his blind parents. Mohandas 
was very much impressed by Shravan’s dedication 
and he also decided to respect his parents and 
consider them next only to God. At the same time, 
after seeing a drama of Raja Harishchandra, Gandhiji 
became aware of the importance of truth. This quality 
of truth led him to confess everything whenever he 
thought he had made a mistake. 


When Mohandas was seven, his father shifted 
to Rajkot. There he attended a primary school and 


6 


later on high school. 
Mohandas was not a 
brilliant student, still he 
stood out because of his 
hard working nature, 
considerate and truthful 
disposition. As was 
customary in those days, 
Gandhiji was married to 
Kasturbai when he was 
only 13. But he continued 
his studies and went to 
high school. As is said by 
someone that “A smooth sea never made a skillful 
mariner”, so tragic experiences are also very 
important in shaping one’s future. Mohandas also 
had some bitter experiences in his school life that 
made him firm-minded and he emerged as a strong- 
willed man who could control his feelings. He had 
_a friend in school who was having strong physique. 
As Gandhiji was quite thin and had frail body, he 
was automatically attracted to that friend but the 
friend had bad habits. He told Mohandas that if he 
wanted to become strong, he had to eat meat. Being 
Hindu, Mohandas was not allowed to touch the 
meat, but being in such an impressionable age, he 
tasted meat secretly. On another day, Mohandas 


smoked a cigarette also. When he and his friend 
had no money, they even started stealing money to 
fulfill their needs. Mohan stole some gold from his 
house, but being a clear-conscious person, he was 
full of remorse and decided to remain away from 
these vices. He wrote down all his offences and gave 
the letter to his father. Karamchand Gandhi, on 
reading the letter didn’t say a word but tore the letter. 
That day, Gandhiji became an ardent follower of 
truth and aware of the power of truth. His dominating 
passion was truth. 


Mohandas became friendly with boys of different 
castes and religions. They used to discuss within 
themselves their respective religious beliefs. So 
Mohandas became an open-minded person 
believing in the underlying unity of all religions and 
decided to devote himself to the service of the poor, 
the distressed and the oppressed millions. 


EDUCATION 
ABROAD 


After passing his matriculation, his father wanted 
him to go abroad for higher education but because 
of his ill-health, Karamchand died when Mohandas 
was just 16. So Mohandas went to Samaldas College 
in Bhavnagar but he disliked the pattern of education 
there. When he came back home, 
his brother surprised him by 
deciding to send him to England to 
study law and become a barrister. 
Mohandas was overjoyed but he 
promised to his mother that he 
would not touch drinks and meat 
and resolved to maintain his 
character so that he should not fall into pitfalls. And 
thus he took leave of his mother, wife and his infant 
child. He travelled by ship and reached London in 
three to four weeks. Dr.P.J. Mehta, family friend of 
the Gandhis’ met him in London and helped him to 
find a place to live. He also told him about the 
European manners and advised him to adapt himself 
to the new environment. He was told to be courteous 


and polite, to show the signs of being cultured and 
treat other people with respect and dignity. All this 
was strange to Mohandas but soon he conditioned 
himself to such surroundings. He joined England's 
Vegetarian Society and soon became member of the 
Society’s Executive Committee. He got a healthy 
vegetarian diet there and also wrote articles for the 
Society’s weekly journal. 


In 1891, Mohandas completed his studies related 
to law. During law studies, it was customary that 
students should all live together for at least six times 
a year. This ritual was followed to develop intimacy 
among students but Mohandas, being shy by nature, 
was somewhat uncomfortable in get-togethers. He 
was mocked at by his friends for not touching alcohol 
but Mohandas was never afraid of rejection and 
humiliation and was so engrossed in his studies that 
he passed his law examination in flying colours. He 
became a qualified barrister and took a ship for 
Bombay. On reaching home, he came to know that 
his mother had died. He was so grief-stricken that 
he couldn’t utter a single word. Actually Mohandas 
wanted to meet her to tell her that he stuck to his 
promise and stayed away from negative influences. 


Gandhiji started studying Hindu law, soon after 
coming back from England. He went to Bombay to 
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gain experience and study. But because of his 
shyness, he was unable to handle cases in public. 
Back home, he. noticed that lawyers were close 
minded and self-centered people who worked only 
for money. Poor and innocent constantly faced 
injustice. Frustrated by these iniquities, Gandhij 
quitted this profession and took up the work of 
drafting petitions and applications and earned a little. 


FIRST VISIT TO 
SOUTH AFRICA 


In 1893, a firm requested 
Gandhiji to go to South Africa 
as their employee to deal with 
tension brewing up in the 
lawyers working there. This 
journey to South Africa changed his whole outlook 
and his views on political freedom. He was 
confronted with racial prejudice, inequality, 
injustice, discrimination and suppression and 
freedom of people became his dominating passion. 
During his stay in South Africa he was convinced 
that non-violence was the greatest weapon for 
liberating downtrodden from the clutches of tyrants. 
Non-violence became religion for him and he started 
following it. 


In South Africa, the case for which Gandhiji was 
recruited had been put to Court. Gandhiji left his 
wife and two sons and proceeded to Durban and 
reached there in May, 1893. Two incidents happened 
in the course of time that completely humiliated 
Gandhiji and hurt his self esteem. In Durban, he 
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was received by a wealthy Indian Seth Abdullah, 
the firm’s representative who took him to the 
European Magistrate. The Magistrate, on seeing 
Gandhi ordered him to remove his turban. Gandhiji 
was quite adamant and refused to follow his orders 
because he respected his Indian values. When the 
magistrate persisted, Gandhiji left the court. This 
completely shattered him and he realized that the 
West constantly insulted Indians. 


Then Gandhiji went to Pretoria, the capital of 
South Africa, in train. He had purchased a first class 
ticket but when the train reached Maritzburg, the 
capital of Natal, a European railway official ordered 
Gandhiji to move to third class compartment as 
“Blacks” were not allowed to travel in the first class. 
When Gandhiji protested, he was thrown out of the 
train. Gandhiji was quite annoyed 
and he had to spend the night on 
station in the waiting room. This 
incident hurt Gandhiji’s sentiments, 
and he became aware of the pain 
inflicted upon hundreds of Indians 
daily and he decided to stay in South 
Africa and rebel against the Whites. 
He reached Pretoria after five days. 
All the way, he only thought of his 
line of action after reaching Pretoria. 
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He swore not to be coward to run back to India, 
instead he thought it necessary to remove the colour 
prejudice which was a disease. He decided that the 
hardship to which he was subjected was only 
superficial but he would try to root out the actual 
problem. 


Gandhiji wanted to get in touch with every 
Indian in Pretoria. He expressed his desire to Seth 
Tyeb Haji Khan Muhammad to study the conditions 
of Indians in South Africa and he gladly agreed to 
help. His first step was to call a meeting of all Indians 
in Pretoria in order to present to them a picture of 
their condition. His speech at this meeting was said 
to have been the first public speech of his life. He 
stressed in his speech to observe truthfulness in 
business and necessity of forgetting all distinctions 
such as Hindus, Muslims, Parsis, Christians, 
Gujaratis, Madrasis, Punjabis and so on. He 
suggested to form an association to make the 
authorities aware of the hardships of the Indian 
settlers. His speech made a considerable impression 
in the meeting and the Indians saw a ray of hope. 


An Act of law passed in 1886, imposed many 
restrictions upon the Indians of the Transvaal. Under 
the law, all Indians were to pay a poll tax of $3 as 
fee for entry into Transvaal. They were not allowed 
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to own land except in certain locations. Indians were 
not allowed to walk on footpaths and were not to 
move out of doors after 9 p.m. without a permit. 
This law deepened Gandhiji’s hurt and he made an 
intimate study of the hard conditions of the Indian 
settlers. Actually according to Gandhiji, South Africa 
was no country for a self-respecting Indian. 


Seth Abdulla’s case was settled. Seth Abdulla 
had arranged a farewell party for Gandhiji as he was 
leaving for India. While Gandhiji was turning over 
the sheets of some of the newspapers, he chanced 
to see a paragraph which referred to the bill that 
deprived the Indians of their right to elect members 
of the Natal Legislative Assembly. Gandhiji was 
shocked because according to him the bill was the 
first nail into an Indians’ coffin. It striked at the roots 
of their self-respect. He consulted with other Indians 
about this matter. All of them became very concerned 
and urged Gandhiji to stay in South Africa. Thus the 
farewell party turned into a working committee and 
this was the turning point in Gandhiji’s life as it 
sowed the seeds of the fight for national self-respect 
and Gandhiji turned out to be a leader of Indian 
people in South Africa. He got himself settled in 
Natal. For three years, he worked for the Indians 
settled there and won many cases. The sufferings of 
Indians were slowly decreasing because of great 
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patience, incessant efforts and belief in truth. In 1896, 
Gandhiji decided to go to India for six months to 
fetch his family as he was sure of settling in South 
Africa because of his fairly good practice and people 
felt the need of his presence. In 1896, Gandhiji sailed 
for home and at the end of twenty four days, the 
pleasant voyage came to an end and he landed at 
Calcutta. The same day, he took the train for Bombay. 
On the way to Bombay, the train stopped at 
Allahabad for 45 minutes and Gandhiji decided to 
utilize the interval for a drive through the town. But 
he got late and missed the train. So he stayed in 
Allahabad for one day and met the editor of the “The 
Pioneer” newspaper. This interview laid the 
foundation of the series of the incidents which 
ultimately led to him being nearly lynched in Natal. 
From there he went straight to Rajkot instead of going 
to Bombay and began to make preparations for 
writing a pamphlet on the situation in South Africa. 
Soon Gandhi's work became very much known to 
the people in India. Gandhiji went to Bombay and 
met leaders like M.G. Ranade, Pheroz Shah Mehta 
and thereafter Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Tilak in 
Poona. Everybody was impressed with Gandhiji’s 
passion for truth and fighting spirit against injustice. 
When he was in Calcutta, he received a cable from 
Durban asking him to return soon and he went back 
to South Africa for the second time with his family. 
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wildfire in Durban 


ut the whites were very angry 


with Gandhiji for the adverse publicity in Indian 
newspapers about them. They did not want Gandhiji 
to enter South Africa, so as the ship, bound for 


Durban, had set 
sail from a 
plague-infected 
Bombay, for 5 
days the ship 
was ordered to 
be put in 
quarantine. The 
real object was 
to coerce the 
passengers into 
returning ~~ to 
India. After 5 
days, however, 
the ship was 
permitted to 
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enter the harbour. Gandhiji’s family drove safely to 
Mr. Rustomji’s house but as Gandhiji went ashore, a 
few young whites shouted , “Gandhi-Gandhi” and 
they pelted him with stones, brickbats and rotten 
eggs. Snatching his turban, they kicked Gandhiji 
brutally and Gandhiji fainted. But the wife of the 
Police Superintendent came up and stood between 
the crowd and Gandhiji. This checked the fury of 
the mob. She tried to persuade Gandhiji to seek 
shelter at the police station but Gandhiji refused and 
escorted by the police, Gandhiji arrived at 
Mr.Rustomji’s place without any harm. But the 
yelling crowd surrounded the house. Gandhiji fully 
believed that, a mob gone mad with frenzy might 
burn the house. So in the first instance, he wanted 
to face the crowd bravely but looking at the 
circumstances he slipped away quietly in disguise. 
When the Natal Government decided to prosecute 
the assailants, the Secretary of State asked Gandhiji 
to identify the assailants. But Gandhiji refused to 
prosecute anyone because he thought that the whites 
were misguided and they were given to understand 
that Gandhiji had made exaggerated statements in 
India against them. Gandhiji believed that “if one 
holds grudges and harbour resentments, he is locking 
doors that some day he might need to open.” He 
was sure that the whites would be sorry for their 
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conduct when the truth would be known. The 
statement had a sobering effect upon the whites. The 
newspapers hailed Gandhiji’s endurance and the 
incident gained for the Indians of South Africa a lot 
of sympathy from the whites. 


Gandhiji started practising “Brahmacharya” in 
South Africa, leading simple life, washing his own 
clothes and cutting his own hair. He developed the 
passion for self-help and simplicity. His food was 
limited, simple, spiceless and if possible, uncooked. . 
He started fasting as for him fasting was as necessary 
as selection and restriction in diet. Thus Gandhiji 
truly practised “Brahmacharya” that meant control 
of the senses in thought, word and deed. 


In October 1899, a war broke out between Boers 
and the British. Boers in the war used violent methods 
but also the weapon of non-cooperation. Gandhiji 
observed the war closely and came to the conclusion 
- that weapon of non-cooperation was quite powerful. 
In 1902, Gandhiji returned to India but he was quite 
convinced that truth was like a vast tree, which yields 
more and more fruits, the more you nurture it. After 
reaching India, Gandhiji made up his mind to offer 
his services to the National Congress which was 
working for the benefit of Indians under British rule. 
He came very close to Gokhale who advised him to 
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travel all over India and meet people to understand 
their problems. Gandhiji’s toured India and came to 
know about problems of Indians, their superstitions 
and their narrow mindedness. In November 1902, 
just as Gandhiji was about to settle down in Bombay, 
he received an unexpected cable from South Africa 
and he left for South Africa. There were problems in 
the newly united country after the Boer war. Gandhiji 
reached Durban, but had to proceed to Natal to meet 
Mr.Chamberlain who told Gandhiji in a rather gentle 
way that Indians must try to placate the Europeans if 
they wish to live in their midst. In other words, he 
told him that rule of might was right. From Natal, 
Gandhiji proceeded to Transvaal. He drafted the 
memorandum to be shown to Mr.Chamberlain but 
according to law, all Indians had to possess Identity 
Cards which must be produced on demand and they 
required permit to enter Transvaal. Gandhiji got the 
permit but he was subjected to more insults as he 
was accompanying the deputation. Gandhiji decided 
to combat racial discrimination and discussed things 
with Indians in Pretoria and Johannesburg and 
ultimately decided to set up office in Johannesburg 
and started his professional work. He also started 
writing a series of Gujarati articles which appeared 
years ago in Indian Opinion and which were 
afterwards published in the form of a book popularly 
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known in English as “A Guide to Health”. Again 
after sometime he was approached by Sjt.Madanjit 
with a proposal to start a small newspaper called 
“Indian Opinion”. Gandhiji agreed and after the very 
first month, he realized the power of journalism and 
to utilize this power for the service of human beings. 
He also made acquaintance with some Europeans 
and Henry Polak was one of them. Mr.Polak gave 
him a book to read named “Unto This Last” by 
Ruskin Bond. The book had such a deep influence 
over Gandhiji’s mind that he decided to change his 
life in accordance with the ideals of the book. He 
discovered after reading the book that the good of 
the individual is contained in the good of all. 


In aseries of events, there was a sudden outbreak 
of the Zulu rebellion in Natal which also had deep 
impact on Gandhiji’s life and gave him much food 
for thought. Gandhiji hated Indians being treated as 
slaves. He started “passive resistance” to the 
government which later he named “Satyagraha”. 
Satyagraha literally means “desire for truth”. He 
started following the principle of non-violence to 
protest peacefully, patiently against all kinds of 
suppression. To protest against authorities, hundreds 
went to prison in meek submission, including 
Gandhiji. However some Indians resisted this type 
of behaviour and one among them, beat Gandhiji | 
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but Gandhiji forgave him. The authorities of the 
Transvaal made an offer that the Act (regarding 
Identity Cards) would be repealed if all Indians 
registered voluntarily. Gandhiji believed the 
Government and urged Indians to register but the 
Government went back on its word. So shocked by 
this behaviour, Gandhiji protested and relaunched 
his movement. Once more he was arrested. Many 
Indians were stranded, at this time Kallenbach, a 
white farmer, was so much impressed by this 
peaceful demonstration that he offered his own farm, 
near Johannesburg, for the homeless Indians. This 
farm was named “Tolstoy Farm” in 1910 and people 
of different castes and creed lived there as one big 
happy family. There was an atmosphere of self- 
restraint in the farm which increased patience of the 
people. Literary training and character building were 
given special emphasis on Tolstoy Farm. 


Another shock came when the Government 
declared that all marriages which had not been 
conducted by Christian rites were illegal and invalid. 
Deeply hurt by this insult to womenfolk Kasturbai 
led a protest march against it and willingly went to 
prison. Gandhiji appealed to Government to 
recognize the religious customs of the Hindus and 
Muslims but in vain so Gandhiji marched with 6000 
men, women and children towards Transvaal. The 
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police arrested the whole army but the people 
following Gandhiji were courageous enough not to 
move back. The news of arrests appeared in all 
newspapers in England and in India and everybody 
condemned this step taken by the government. 
General Smuts ordered Gandhi to be released and 
invited him to hold discussions. The General 
negotiatd with Gandhiji and reached an agreement. 
So the Government after 8 years of Gandhiji’s 
struggle yielded and Gandhiji scored a first victory 
following his ideology of truth and non-violence. 
So in South Africa, because of the co-operation of 
large-hearted Indians, Gandhiji’s life was sweetened 
that was otherwise full of difficulties and dangers. 
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HOME WARD 


After taking part in war and rendering his help, 
Gandhiji became so weak that doctors advised him 
to return to India. Gandhiji accepted the advice and 
began to make preparation for returning to India. 
He was very much eager to reach home and get free 
from the tense atmosphere of South Africa. In 1915, 


Gandhiji arrived in 
India after an exile 
of ten years. 
Gokhale came to 
receive Gandhiji in 
Bombay. Gokhale 
wanted Gandhiji to 
join his “Servants of 
India Society”. All 
the members 
showered affection 
on Gandhiji. 
Gandhiji liked the 


idea of joining but . 


he wanted to have 
his own Ashram. 
While he was 
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thinking of doing something, Gokhale’s death in 
Poona shattered him. He had come to India in the 
ardent hope of merging himself in Gokhale and 
thereby feeling free, but fate had willed it otherwise. 
He requested the members of the Society to admit 
him but although they had great regard for Gandhiji, 
they refused because they did not agree with his 
programme of work. So Gandhiji went to 
Shantiniketan founded by Rabindra Nath Tagore and 
spent few days. Then he travelled all over India and 
after that he came back to his native place Gujarat. 
Gandhiji established the “Satyagraha” Ashram on 
the 25" of May, 1915 in Ahmedabad and many 
friends of Gandhiji volunteered to fund the expenses 
of the Ashram, as well as a house for him to live. 
The Ashram promoted a life of self-reliance and the 
residents wore simple clothes and lived as a one 
common family. A day came when Gandhiji wished 
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to admit a family of untouchables in this Ashram. 
This decision caused a stirring in the Ashram and 
his wife and other women did not seem to relish the 
admission of the untouchables into the Ashram. 
Many inmates insulted the untouchable family but 
the family swallowed minor insults on Gandhiji’s 
request. Even orthodox Hindus refused to visit and 
give donations to the Ashram. But Gandhiji was firm 
and overcame all difficulties. 


In 1916, Gandhiji went to attend the 
inauguration of Banaras Hindu University founded 
by the great patriot, Madan Mohan Malviya. The 
Viceroy himself was invited to lay the foundation 
and few Maharajahs with all their glittering jewellery 
and splendid finery were present there. Gandhiji had 
come wearing very simple dress, representing a real 
Indian. There were speeches about India’s poverty 
and about upliftment of downtrodden. When 
Gandhiji was invited to make a speech he was hurt 
by the trifling speeches made by rich people and he 
said little sarcastically that, “You’ve been speaking 
of India’s poverty, but why people are wearing 
expensive jewellery. Unless you desist from such 
whims and fancy and make good use of your wealth 
and jewels for the betterment of the poor, there can 
be no true relief for the poor of India”. Gandhiji 
further insisted that he was very much in love with 


26 


his country but one could not serve his country by 
violence. Such methods end in misery, they would 
bring slavery, not freedom Gandhiji further added 
that, “Like you | want the English to withdraw from 
India. | am ready to die for India’s freedom. But | am 
not ready to kill or injure an Englishman.” Thus he 
made it clear during his speech that he would follow 
the path of non-violence for attaining the freedom 
of country. 


Many wealthy men were angry but in the hearts 
of patriotic Indians, this speech instilled a new vigour. 


A few months later, Gandhiji’s attention was 
focussed on the matter of abolition of indentured 
labour. Indentured labourers were those who had 
emigrated from India to labour under an indenture 
of five years or less. In Feb. 1917, Gandhiji decided 
to agitate for immediate abolition. When he was sure 
that the public opinion was solidly in favour of 
abolition, he started touring the country in order to 
start an All-India agitation. He got overwhelming 
support from the people as a result of which the 
British had to abolish indentured labour on July 31, 
Wie 
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NON 
CO-OPERATION 
MOVEMENT 


The next unfair practice to draw Gandhiji’s 
attention was the state of farmers in Bihar which was 
very pathetic. The 
simple ryots were 
forced by © their 
European landlords 
to plant indigo and 
not any other crops. 
Also they were not 
being paid properly 
for planting indigo. 
Gandhiji decided to 
visit Champaran, 
where this practice 
was going on, to 
witness the miseries 
of the ryots there. 
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There in Champaran, even though Gandhiji was 
told plainly not to intervene by the Planter’s 
Association, he started a non-violent strike with ryots 
and he was put on trial. When in Court, Gandhiji 
made this statement that, “| have decided to submit 
without protest to the penalty of disobedience”. the 
Magistrate was taken by surprise and the collector 
decided to withdraw the case. Eventually they 
appointed a Committee to look into the matter and 
finally the ryots obtained justice. ) 


This led Gandhiji to move to Kheda district 
where peasants were facing the problem of taxation. 
At the same time, he came to know about the 
condition of labourers in Ahmedabad. Their wages 
were low and they had been agitating for an 
increment. So Gandhiji first went to Ahmedabad and 
came in very close contact with the labourers and 
their leaders. He advised them to go on peaceful 
strike, not resorting to violence and to remain firm 
not to go to work till the matter was solved. Gandhiji 
went on fasting and after three days of fasting a 
settlement was reached after twenty one days’ strike. 
Hardly was the Ahmedabad mill-hands’ strike over, 
when Gandhiji had to plunge into the Kheda 
“Satyagraha” struggle. A condition approaching 
famine had arisen in Kheda district owing to a 
widespread failure of crops but still the peasants were 
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compelled to pay taxes. Gandhiji advised peasants 
to start “Satyagraha” fight which was a novel 
experiment. Ultimately the Government bowed to 
the peasants’ demands. The Kheda “Satyagraha” gave 
birth to the veteran freedom fighter Vallabh Bhai Patel 
who was an advocate of repute. Through the Kheda 
campaign, Satyagraha took firm root in the soil of 
Gujarat. 


At the outbreak of the First World War, Gandhiji 
thought it his duty to help the British and he urged 
the Indian Army to fight for the British. The British 
won the war but instead of receiving appreciation 
from the Government and freedom, the Indians were 
suppressed further by the introduction of Rowlett 
Bill. Deeply hurt by this behaviour of the British 
Government, Gandhiji set April 6, 1916 as the date 
for a nation-wide “Satyagraha”. 


On the particular day, practically whole India 
from one end to the other, towns as well as villages, 
observed a complete “hartal”. It was a most 
wonderful spectacle. In Bombay, citizens flocked to 
the Chowpati for a bath in the sea, after which they 
took out a procession through the streets. Hindus 
and Muslims seemed united like one man. Two of 
Gandhiji’s books “Hind Swaraj” and “Sarvodaya” 
came in handy although the sale of prescribed 
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literature of Gandhiji had been banned. Full 
preparation was there for civil disobedience. 


Although Gandhiji 
had repeatedly pleaded 
and urged people that 
the “hartal” should be 
peaceful but in many 
cities people indulged in 
acts of violence. 
Gandhiji travelled to 
Punjab but on his way 
was arrested which 
caused more violence. On reaching Ahmedabad, 
he tried to make people understand the true meaning 
of “Satyagraha” which was essentially a weapon of 
the truthful. “Satyagraha” was not possible unless 


people observed non-violence in thought, word and 
deed. 


But the situation in Punjab had become so 
extreme that an order of curfew was issued. A tragic 
incidence shivered the whole India. A meeting was 
being held by nationalists on April 13, 1919 in the 
Jalianwalan Bagh, Amritsar. Although the British had 
prohibited all meetings, but people gathered to show 
civil disobedience. General Dyer, a British officer 
allowed the troops to block the only entrance and 
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ordered the army to fire on the crowd. There were 
nearly 6000 men, women and children and within 
ten minutes, more than 400 were dead and many 
were wounded very badly. This incident shocked 
Gandhiji and he felt deeply pained and distressed. 
He issued a new call to the nation which was non- 
co-operation and civil disobedience. He told people 
that all along, he had co-operated with the 
government but the British had shown no feelings 
for Indians, so he directed people, “Do not 
co-operate with the government in any way; do not 
render service of any form to it; resign from 
government jobs; do not accept titles and awards 
from it; do not buy any foreign goods ; do not pay 
any taxes; remove your children from government 
run schools; boycott the Courts of Law.” 


Thousands of patriots carried Gandhiji’s message 
to every corner of the country. Public meetings were 
held everywhere. The people were very excited and 
students also plunged into the fray. A bonfire of 
foreign goods followed. But Gandhiji warned people 
that the movement should be completely non- 
violent. Even if arrested, the people should be 
satisfied that they were contributing to the cause and 
should not resort to violence. But Chauri-Choura 
incident saddned Gandhiji. At Chauri-Choura, a 
village in Uttar Pradesh, a Congress procession had 
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been organised in the year 1922. Police interfered 
but the people of this village unable to live with 
police atrocity, burnt a few policemen alive. A 
shocked Gandhiji went on a five days fast. Gandhiji 
called off the movement in January, 1923. Many 
Congress leaders were disappointed at Gandhiji’s 
decision but Gandhiji was firm. He felt that the 
people whom he expected to be prepared for non- 
violence and self suffering, could not be non-violent. 


The next phase in Gandhiji’s life was his 
imprisonment in Poona’s Yeravda jail on charges of 
treason. Because of his illness he was released after 
two years. Nehru was also arrested for participating 
in the movement in May 1922 and was released in 
1923. Gandhiji upon his release, gave himself a brief 
respite from active politics and took up socio- 
economic reform works. He wrote some books and 
through cottage industries, 
started the scheme. of 
upliftment of — Indian 
economics. The spinning 
wheel became the centre of 
rural upliftment. Between 
1924 and 1928, Gandhiji 
started various constructive 
programmes like cleaniness 
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drive, settlement of disputes, breeding of cattles, anti- 
malaria campaigns, removal of untrouchability etc. 
He began a paper ‘Young India’ in English and 
“Navjeevan” in Gujarati. Once Gandhiji observed 
a clash between Hindus & Muslims who were united 
early. To bring the two factions to a sense of 
brotherhood, he went on a 21 days fast. Hindus and 
Muslims called a unity conference and assured 
Gandhiji their full support and requested him to end 
the fast. Gandhi ended his fast on Oct. 8, 1924. 
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SOCIAL WORK 


Gandhiji after this decided to give himself a 
break from active politics and diverted all his 
attention towards communal harmony. Travelling all 
over the country, he intended to liberate people from 
age-old superstitions and fear. He gave them the 
message of “Khadi” and told them to wear hand 
woven cloth made 
from Indian yarn 
only. He wanted 
people to shake off 
the spirt of idleness 
and start using 
“charkha” which 
could provide work 
to the semi-starved, 
semi-employed 
women of India. 


In 1929, on Dec.31, Jawaharlal Nehru 
announced that “India’s goal is total freedom alone.” 
and hoisted India’s flag and they also celebrated 
Independence Day on Jan.26, 1930 taking a vow 
that they will not rest until their goal was achieved. 
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DANDI MARCH 


Gandhiji was silent for six years after which he 
sponsored a resolution which told the govt. to give 
India complete freedom in one year or to face 
renewed civil disobedience. However due to 
ignorance of Govt., the Congress asked Gandhiji to 
lead a new civil disobedience campaign. When tax 
was levied on salt and its production by individuals 
banned, Gandhiji’s repeated appeals were not heard 
by Govt. He started on foot, a march from Sabarmati 
to Dandi, a village on the seashore at Surat. All along 
his way, thousands of people joined Gandhiji’s “Salt 
March” and after 24 days, they reached their 
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destination. Next day, early in the morning, after 
taking bath Gandhiji picked up a lump of natural 
salt and held his fist up as a gesture of defying the 
law. Next day, lakhs of people were arrested but as 
directed by Gandhiji, everyone remained peaceful. 
Lord Irwin, in order to reach some settlement, 
released Gandhiji and other leaders unconditionally, 
withdrew all the ordinances against the Congress 
and repealed some of the lesser laws. Gandhiji, in 
turn, called off Civil Disobedience Movement. 
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ROUND TABLE 
CONFERENCE 


Gandhiji was invited to London for a Round 
Table Conference. He was accompanied by Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya and Smt.Sarojini Naidu. 
Gandhiji’s objective was to change the British Govt. 
by love but nothing conclusive was, however, 
decided at this Conference. It became clear that the 
British had no intention of giving up any part of the 
Empire. On his way back, Gandhiji went to 
Switzerland to meet Romain Rolland, a writer who 
had written a book on Gandhiji and had compared 
him with Lord Krishna. He called him a Moral Leader 
whose authority was very vast. After meeting him, 
Gandhiji returned to India to resume his struggle for 
freedom. On landing back at Bombay, he was once 
again arrested on Jan. 14, 1932 and taken to 
Yeravada prison for an indefinite period. 


At the Round Table Conference, Dr.B.R. 
Ambedkar, who was the representative of the 
untouchables, demanded for separate electorates for 
the depressed classes. But Gandhiji had resisted this 
idea as he felt that if separate electorates were 
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formed, it would drive a permanent wedge between 
the Harijans and the Hindus. 


Following their policy of “Divide and Rule”, the 
British tried to separate Harijans from Hindus and 
when Gandhiji was in jail, a new constitution was 
announced proposing grant of separate electorates 
to the depressed classes who were treated as 
untouchables. Gandhiji decided to fast unto death 
against this Act. Gandhiji began his fast on Sept. 
20" , 1932. Many leaders persuaded Dr.Ambedkar 
to give up his demands. Ambedkar signed the Poona 
Pact with Gandhiji forgoing separate electorates. 
Gandhiji continued working for Harijans and went 
on to struggle for Harijans’ acceptance into society 
as a whole and in particular in schools and places 
of worship. He said, “we must deny ourselves the 
piety of visiting temples as long as Harijans are 
denied admission, into them”. 


The Congress met in Faizapur, a village in Uttar 
Pradesh in Dec. 1936 where Nehru was elected 
President. He declared that the people of India would 
no longer tolerate a constitution formed from outside 
and hence no foreign power can rule India. As 
President of the Congress, Nehru was responsible 
for Congress victories in a majority of provinces when 
elections were held under the Govt. of India Act. In 
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March, 1937, Congress Ministries were formed in 
all the six provinces. However, it was again affirmed 
that the acceptance of office did not mean approval 
of slave constitution. Gandhiji adviced the ministers 
to introduce prohibition and promote Khadi. He 
started in Sevashram, a village near Wardha, a new 
Ashram for promotion of self-reliance in poor people 
through cottage industries. He pleaded for total 
abstinence from liquor and other intoxicants. 
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SECOND WORLD 
WAR 


The Second World War began in 1939. Congress 
demanded that India would take part in the war only 
if there was declaration of Independence soon after 
the war as its price. But the Viceroy without 
consulting the Indian leaders proclaimed that India 
was at war. This angered all the leaders and a nation- 
wide hartal followed. Gandhiji devised a new form 
of Satyagraha in which eminent leaders were to court 
arrest individually. 


Vinoba Bhave was the first 
Satyagrahi to be jailed and 
Jawaharlal Nehru the second 
to be arrested. One by one all 
top leaders were arrested. As 
war progressed, Japan joined 
hands with Germany in 1942. 
The British feared because 
their forces were driven away from Burma, Malaya 
and the forces of Japan advanced towards India. 
Winston Churchill, who was then Britain’s Prime 
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Minister, sent Sir Stafford Cripps to India for talks 
with her leaders. Cripps met Gandhiji and important 
national leaders and told them that the British 
government would give full status to the provinces 
and would hand over complete responsibilities to 
Indians. However, British would retain defence of 
India. Gandhiji clearly saw through the trick and 
Indian leaders wanted the British to leave India to 
her fate. No solutions could be found and the Cripps 
Mission failed. 
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QUIT INDIA 
MOVEMENT 


Gandhiji realised that the British would not leave 
the country without taking any stringent measures. 
The Congress Committee met at Bombay in Aug. 
1948. Gandhiji formulated the “Quit India” slogan 
and the historic Quit India resolution was passed by 
the All India Congress Committee demanding the 
immediate ending of British rule in India. Gandhiji 
said on the occassion, “Every British Civil Servant, 
everyone of the British Armed Forces and every other 
British Officer, necessarily, must get out of India. It 
should be made clear that we bear no ill will or 
hatred against the English people; our quarrel is only 
with the British power. The other countries have 
fought for freedom with the weapons of violence 
but ours is a unique fight fought with the weapons 
of non-violence and truth.” 


On Sunday, Aug. 9, Gandhiji and several other 
leaders were arrested. There were violent outbreaks 
in some parts of the country and people everywhere 
went ahead with “Do or Die” spirit. The whole 
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country rocked with a frenzy of violence. Mahadev 
Desai who had worked with Gandhiji for nearly 35 
years died of heart attack which brought lot of tears 
in Gandhiji’s eyes. The British then, held Gandhiji 
responsible for all the violence and anarchy. 
Gandhiji, was was 74 then, went on 21 days fast to 
pacify people and to end the wrong turn the 
movement had taken. All the eminent leaders 
appealed for Gandhiji’s release, because of his 
deteriorating condition. Even renowned writer 
Bernard Shaw outside India requested the Govt. to 
release Gandhiji. Gandhiji spent time in jail reading 
serious literature and writing Geeta. Kasturba was 
ill in Dec. 1943. She refused to take any medicine 
in protest against the injustice of the British. She died 
and Gandhiji said, “Ba died with “do or die” in her 
heart.” 
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INDIA ATTAINING 
INDEPENDENCE 


However Gandhiji was released from captivity 
on May 5, 1944. The news of India’s struggle for 
freedom having spread all over the world, President 
Roosevelt of U.S.A brought pressure on the British 
Government to leave India. Second World War came 
to an end marked by the defeat of Churchill at the 
elections that followed soon after . The Labour party 
came to power and Clement Attlee, Britain’s New 
Prime Minister promised independence to India. In 
March of 1946, Britain’s delegates arrived in India 
to chalk out the plan of transferring power over to 
the people of India. But Hindu-Muslim friction 
widened. Mr.Jinnah, Muslim League’s President was 
firm about a nation of their own for the Muslims 
and insisted upon the partition of India into two 
nations. Although the Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten 
tried to pacify Muslims but of no use. The Viceroy 
announced that the Interim Govt. would be formed 
on Sept.2, 1946. But the League refused to take part 
and was firm on its decision. Violent riots broke out 
in many parts of the country. Gandhiji felt that his 
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“Ahimsa” would be put to its severest test and every 
moment God was putting him on his trial. Gandhiji 
appealed to people to remain peaceful and also 
hoped that Jinnah would also appeal to the people 
to abstain from violence. In June 1947, the All India 
Congress Committee accepted partition as 
unavoidable. On Aug. 15, 1947, India and Pakistan 
came to existence as two separate nations. Jinnah 
became the Governor General of Pakistan. 
Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime Minister of 
India but Mahatma Gandhi refused to hold any 
official position or benefits in Independent India. His 
main aim was to create non-violent, peaceful, self- 
contained nation. There were riots in Bengal and 
Bihar and Gandhiji started touring to promote 
communal harmony. In Delhi, however, the situation 
worsened and Gandhiji began a fast unto death on 
Jan.13, 1948. He was 78 years of age. The fast came 
to an end when both Hindus and Muslims agreed to 
live in peace. Attempts were being made to kill 
Gandhiji, a noble man. On Jan 20, a bomb was 
thrown on him but he escaped. He also said that he 
did not want any harm done to the youth who had 
thrown bomb at him. 
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LAST DAY 


On Jan. 30, 1948, Gandhiji got ready for his 
regular evening’s prayer and left his room at 5 in the 
evening, with his grandchildren. When Gandhiji 
reached the place of prayer, Nathuram Godse, a 
Hindu activist thinking that Gandhiji was responsible 
for Hindu-Muslim riots, fired three shots from a pistol 
after he touched his feet. Gandhiji fell on ground 
murmering “Hey Ram” which were his last words. 
Life had flown away from his mortal body. The entire 
world was shocked. People gathered in thousands 
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and cried. Addressing the Nation, the Prime Minister 
Jawahar Lal Nehru said “The light has gone out of 
our lives and there is darkness everywhere ....... OUr 
beloved leader, Bapu as we called him, the father of 
the nation, is no more...” 


All through human history, power and violence 
have been natural partners. Suddenly a man 
(Gandhiji) came who believed that he could change 
the rules with the mantra of non-violence, a message 
whose embodiment became his own life. Truly he 
was a Mahatma. 
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